
 
 

Proposed National School Climate Standards* May, 2010 Few educators, students, or parents would argue against the importance of working to improve school climate, safety, respect, and student engagement in order to improve student learning.  The federal Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools (OSDFS) is currently promoting efforts to improve school climate as a key part of its national educational improvement priorities.   In 2009, Jonathan Cohen, Terry Pickeral, and the National School Climate Council developed a set of National School Climate Standards to serve as a comprehensive national guide for school leaders as they work to develop programs, practices, and procedures to improve school climate and learning.  (www.schoolclimate.org) An edited version of these National School Climate Standards is presented below.  This version has been developed by Bill Preble and his colleagues from Main Street Academix, to simplify previous versions, in an effort to make the national standards more accessible to general audiences and easier to use for school climate improvement dialogue, education, and leadership.   
 

n Standard #1:  Develop a vision and plan of action to improve school climate, based on 
school climate data, and input from all stakeholders including teachers, parents, 
administrators, community partners, and students. 

 
n Standard #2:  Develop specific policies and systems of support to promote student 

engagement in academic, social, emotional, ethical, and civic learning and that support 
the reengagement of disengaged students in school. 

 
n Standard #3: Identify and support teaching practices and learning opportunities that 

promote positive social, emotional, ethical, and civic learning, as well as rigorous 
academic learning. Develop infrastructure, programs, systems, to support engaged 
learning and respectful, effective teaching. 

 
n Standard #4: Develop a safe, welcoming environment where all members of the school 

community feel safe, respected, and supported (socially, emotionally, physically, and 
intellectually). 

 
n Standard #5: Create meaningful opportunities for students to learn and practice civic 

responsibility, be committed to social justice, and develop the skills and values that are 
essential in a democratic society. 

 
* This document was adapted from National School Climate Standards: Benchmarks to 
promote effective teaching, learning and comprehensive school improvement (2009) 
Developed by Jonathan Cohen, Terry Pickeral, and the National School Climate Council. 
 


